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Navigating the alphabet soup!

• SDG’s = Sustainable Development 
Goals adopted by United Nations 17 
Goals for 2030
• https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org

• GSG = Global Steering Group for
Impact Investing – regional National 
Advisory Boards
• PRI = Principles for Responsible

Investing
• GRI = Global Reporting Initiative

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/


Investing and Impact

• So what for SA and Africa?

“Impact investment optimizes risk, 
return and impact to benefit people and 
the planet. It does so by setting specific 
social and environmental objectives 
alongside financial ones and measuring 
their achievement.”
GSG II



50% of Impact Investors globally plan to 
increase their investment into SSA 
(pre-COVID)

What future 
World are you 
investing in?



And what about Africa?

Africa Impact Report 2019

With reducing FDI trends…



New thinking emerging around investment 
approach

Africa Impact Report 2019











With increasing policy and regulation changes

• In South Africa: Responsible Investing regulatory timeline (Alexander Forbes 
Manager Watch 2019)

Responsible Investment in SA: A reflection

Trend #1: On average, SA PRI signatories are slightly less than average
Trend #2: Performance is stagnant since 2015 on the strategy and governance band



The Inevitable Policy responses will be global



Company level disclosures starting to aligning 
to SDG’s

AngloAmerican Sustainability Report 2019



But are investors and all stakeholders making 
more impactful investment decisions?
• Sustainable Socio-economic development objectives requires local and global co-ordination across the economic 

and capital markets

E.g. of Agribusiness cross asset class portfolio analysis



!



Increasing global recognition that public 
equities need greater impact analysis 

BlackRock: Invest with Impact – The case for 
impact investing in public equities

Bloomberg Impact Report: What environmental, social and 
governance issues are relevant to our business and our stakeholders?



More capital needed to ensure all sectors
develop investments along J-curve 

Africa Impact Report 2019, Brenton Lalu analysis



Giving context to a broad set of stakeholder 
goals

Impact Management 
Project



Impact Management should provide a correct 
set of disclosures

Impact Management 
Project



Driving strategic investments into the most 
impactful assets

Case Study: Classification of 
PGGM’s Euro220 bn portfolio

Impact Management Project



In Conclusion, consider increased impact 
management as part of your asset allocation decisions

Government policy and regulatory shift affecting investors and all stakeholders: Increased sustainable 
finance policies and non-financial disclosures

High quality impact management, ensuring an understanding full impact (negative 
and positive) can drive improved capital growth outcomes (risk, return and impact)


